Crown Primary School Parent Council

Minute of Meeting 

15 September 2010 

Present: Andy Hamilton (AH), Anne Gillies (AG), Lisa Hutchison (LH), Dietrich Pannwitz (DP), Linda Cowie (LC), Clare Livingston (CL), Robbie Davidson (RD), Gilly Kirkwood (GK), Iris Clark (IC)- SOCS rep.  
One additional parent was in attendance.
Apologies:

Cllr Jimmy Gray (JG)
Dietrich will contact Janet to ascertain whether she is willing to continue as a member of the Parent Council.
1. 
Minutes of meeting 9th June 2010

1.1 The minutes of the last meeting held on 9th June 2010 were approved as correct.
2.
Playground Development.
2.1 It was noted that some items were still outstanding. Some of the chess pieces were found to be broken when un-packed and Anne will seek replacements for these. The Xylophone has yet to be installed and play ground markings are still to be painted around the ball shooters. Action:AG
2.2 Mr Wallis is developing a list of other items required to be purchased and will forward this to Anne and the games tables will be kept in storage until it is established what items are still required. It was agreed that Anne could go ahead and order the additional items. Action: Mr Wallis and AG
2.3 Iris highlighted that SOCS had provided picnic tables which were not yet built and Linda would check where these are being stored. Action: LC
2.4 It was noted that the train could still not be used until it is inspected by a play specialist – Mr Dunlop (Dundee). Dietrich agreed to contact Mr Dunlop to clarify when he would next be up to Inverness. Action: DP
3. Garden Development

3.1 Gilly reported that the plans for the garden were complete and there was now a certain amount of urgency to get going with the project due to ‘Awards for All’ funding deadlines.
3.2 Iris suggested that the garden plans be promoted at the Parents Evening and this was agreed. It was also agreed that the Parent Council would wish to publicise itself at the Parents Evenings along with SOCS.

3.3 Gilly reported that she was happy to continue to lead on the garden project and highlighted that there may be some additional start up costs required.
3.4 Iris suggested that if required, that SOCS could be approached for some support to the garden project.

Gilly left the meeting after this item.
4. Road Safety

4.1 Claire provided feedback on the meeting with Highland Council Officers regarding traffic / road safety issues. It was reported that the Council would wish to redesign the Kingsmill Road / Southside Road junction however did not have the budget to do this at this time. It was agreed that Claire would contact Jimmy Gray to see if he would be able to assist with this matter. Action: CL
4.2 Linda reported that the attempt to recruit a crossing patrol person had been unsuccessful. It was suggested and agreed that the vacancy would be promoted locally through, for example, the Pupil Council, local shop, church etc. Action: LC
5. Maintenance

5.1 The all-weather pitch has been cleaned however still requires to be repaired.

5.2 The porch has been painted and the draft proofing on one door has been completed.

5.3 Heating: the burner is to be replaced.

6. Head Teachers Report
6.1 Linda provided information on the consultation process on-going regarding ICT provision and support within schools and will provide further updates as appropriate. Action: LC
6.2 It was noted that there seemed to be delays in advertising cover for maternity leave. It was agreed that Dietrich will chase this up. Action: DP
6.3 The new newsletter has just been issued and includes a feature on a school visit to the Housing EXPO.
6.4 An additional in – service day has been scheduled, the date likely to be 26th November 2010.

6.5 The School has been allocated 2 days of ESL provision – thanks to the Parent Council for supporting this issue.

6.6 It was noted that there were still leaks in the flat roof.

7. Financial Update

7.1 Anne highlighted the need to update signatories for the bank accounts. Robbie agreed to look in to this. Action: RD
7.2 The renewal for the national body for parent councils has been received. It was agreed to double check that this had not already been paid and to clarify whether SOCS had also subscribed. It was agreed that there was no need for both committees to subscribe. Action: IC and AG
8. AOCB

8.1 Claire would provide a poster for the Parent Council display for the parents evening. Action: CL
8.2 Andy is to look in to the development of improved web pages. Action: AH
8.3 Claire reported that she had only had 2 replies from other Parent Councils regarding developing an Area network  - it was agreed that no further action to be taken at this point.
9. Date of Next Meeting

9.1 Wednesday 3 November 2010, 7.30pm  
